
DER at  Sydney Secondary College 
Leichhardt 

Commissioning the first laptops - 2009 



What staff are saying. 



How have DER laptops and wireless 
access influenced the way you teach? 



Immensely!  
They are used in basically every lesson 
with yr 9 and 10, getting students to 
interact more actively with material and I 
also regularly use my laptop in classes 
with years 7 & 8 with the digital projectors 
in order to include multimedia and other 
digital information into lessons. 



Not a huge deal. Has helped with research 
and hands on activities in class but as far 
as content driven, the laptops aren't a 
necessity in the core content of my 
practical based subjects. 



How have DER laptops and wireless access 
influenced the way students are learning? 



To have the internet as a source of 
information in our classrooms is 
incredible. 
 
For teachers it is not just about being a 
facilitator when using the laptops, the 
range of software is impressive and 
teachers still need to set up quality 
lessons, encouraging deep thinking skills. 



more self directed (but this is only for 
students that can actually self direct) 



What are the major strengths of the DER 
1:1 laptop program? 



The WAPs, the wide array of software and 
the opportunities it provides for rendering 
the content and process of education into 
a contemporary and relevant experience 
for students. It offers students the 
additional opportunity to become creators 
of original materials and to develop a 
wider sense of the importance of 
communicating with a range of audiences.  



More creative lessons, in colour and it 
offers different mediums ie written, 
videos, pictures, interactive etc. In line 
with this generations interests. Quick 
access to lots of information.  



What are the major weaknesses of the 
DER 1:1 laptop program? 



Batteries without enough power to last a 
day. Inappropriate use of laptops and 
students becoming dependent on them. 
Laptops are only generally being used for 
about 10% of their capacity. Some 
teachers are not getting on board with the 
program. I think we all need to remember 
'it is their future not our past'. 



There is no uniform method or policy as to 
how to implement or use the laptops in 
class. Likewise with software to use. The 
major weakness is that they seem to be 
used for games/videos and simple note 
taking (taking away from valuable writing 
skills) 



Which of the following DER laptop 
software do you use with students? 



Which of the following DER laptop 
software do you use with students? 



Which software applications, in the list 
above, would you like to learn more about? 



Do you feel as though you can get sufficient 
technical help if you encounter problems 

working with laptops? 



Yes. I think David Sunderland is particularly 
impressive in his help with the laptops. 



Technical help with hardware -yes.  
Help with software - no. 



What students are saying. 

A quick survey of one class 
 following the completion of the Urban Growth and Decline unit  



Software Used in 2010 



Software Used in 2011 



Sources of Secondary Data 2010 



Sources of Secondary Data 2011 



Web 2.0 Tools Used 2010 



Web 2.0 Tools Used 2011 



Visiting and Posting on The Blog 2010 



Visiting and Posting on The Blog 2011 



Using the Wiki 2010 



Using the Wiki 2011 



edmodo 

From just a few early adopters,  
Edmodo use is now widespread 

A major stimulus to Project 
Based Learning 

http://www.edmodo.com/


The SSC Leichhardt Geography Blog 

Laptops allow all students to link 
and contribute to Blogs 

This is a skill that students must 
learn, only some are immediate 
adopters 

http://derbyshireroad.edublogs.org/


UrbanProcesses Wiki 

Editing and writing for Wikis is also a digital skill that students must be taught  

http://urbanprocesses.wikispaces.com/


Building a Resources Base 

A Laptop Wrap built using Dreamweaver 



Building a Resources Base 

A Laptop Wrap built using PowerPoint 



Building a Resources Base 

Grey scaled images can be  used in Jigsaw Planet and once completed  
Coloured in Photoshop 

http://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=3f3eb791b39b


Building a Resources Base 

Google Maps and Google Earth  allow teachers to undertake resources production with ease 



Identify features on a 
map, for example 

Wave refraction 



. . . and produce entirely 
original work 



Building a Resources Base 

It’s easy to move from this 





Building a Resources Base 

To this, shot with a simple HD video recorder and edited with DER software 

http://maximos62.wordpress.com/returning-to-video-after-a-long-absence-thanks-to-xacti/geography-videos/
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